
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am delighted to introduce myself to you as the Progress Leader for Year 10.  Having taught 
at Derby Moor Academy for six years, I have had the privilege of teaching many of your 
children in that time.  I am looking forward to welcoming the students back for a fresh start and 
seeing them reunite with friends and making excellent progress into their first year of GCSEs.  
Leading the year group into this important new stage of their education is exciting, and 
providing them with the support they need to settle in and succeed following an unusual time 
in their lives, is my priority. 
 
In this letter I would like to take the opportunity to outline the start of year arrangements, 
expectations and calendared events for Year 10 in the Academic Year 2020-21 at Derby Moor.  
Listed below are the important pieces of information you need: 
 
Academy Opening for Year 10: 
 
Students are being welcomed back over a series of days in September to enable a gradual 
introduction that will allow students the time and space to get to grips with new routines and 
build their confidence.  The first day of term for Year 10 is Tuesday 8 September. 
 
Arrival Times and Entrance for Year 10: 
 
The school start time and the entrance students use will vary to reduce contact between year 
groups and to allow time for handwashing prior to entering the building.  Year 10 students 
must arrive at school between 8:20am and 8:30am and enter via the main entrance.  This 
new start time for Year 10 will stay in place until further notice and punctuality is vital to help 
keep our site Covid secure.  Please be reminded that Wednesday will no longer be an early 
finish and each school day will finish at the usual time of 3:05pm. 
 
Year 10 Bubble: 
 
As part of implementing the system of controls outlined by the government to reduce the risk 
of transmission, Year 10 lessons and form groups will be based on Spirit floor in order to 
reduce movement around the site and to minimise the number of contacts that a student has 
during the school day. 
 
 
  



Recovery Curriculum: 
 
To aid students with rebuilding confidence and settling back into school, during the first day 
back and the first few weeks of term they will be having additional time in form groups to follow 
our ‘Recovery Curriculum’.  This is a curriculum designed to help our young people get to grips 
with what they have experienced during lockdown and prepare them for the months and years 
ahead.  Alongside this I will be ensuring I visit all the form groups to introduce myself and 
explain my role and the wider support network that is available in school. 
 
Expectations: 
 
When I was asked a couple of months ago what my vision for Year 10 was, I answered, “to 
be the best year group in school across all measures”.  This Year 10 cohort is a fantastic group 
of young people who deserve every success and as a result I will be sticking firmly to this aim 
throughout the year and putting the emphasis on the school values of achievement, aspiration, 
community and high expectations. 
 
To be the best we need to start by sticking to the usual high expectations around uniform, 
punctuality, homework, equipment and conduct, all of which remain unchanged. 
 
In addition to the expectations around conduct, there are instructions around social distancing, 
handwashing and year group bubbles that students are expected to conform to in response to 
Covid-19.  These are in place to ensure the school is following the government guidance and 
to maintain the safety of the school community.  I anticipate students taking these expectations 
seriously and maintaining their usual exemplary conduct.  However, parents/carers will be 
informed in the event of their child failing to adhere and a risk assessment completed and 
signed for their attendance at school to be continued.  Failure to follow instructions puts the 
student in question and others in the community at risk.  If a second instance were to occur, 
the student will not be allowed to return to school during the first phase of reopening. 
 
Uniform: 
 
Students are to attend the academy wearing full uniform as follows: 
 
Plain long or short sleeved shirt - white and a collar, suitable for wearing with a school tie. 
Academy clip-on tie. 
Academy blazer - black with academy logo. 
School sweatshirt - plain black, V-necked with the academy logo. 
Plain, business cut black trousers (no skin-tight trousers or leggings). 
School skirt - plain black of a formal and smart appearance and of a suitable length for school 
and not skinny fit (from knee length to mid-calf length). 
Kameez - plain black, plain cotton, straight line, mid-calf length dress with round neck and 
long or short sleeves. 
Scarf/Chunni/Dupatta - plain black or white, plain cotton scarf. 
Plain, sensible black shoes (no logos), with a sturdy sole, that can be polished and are not 
suede. 
Students will be outside as often as possible during break/lunch time and it is advised that a 
warm waterproof jacket is brought to school to be worn especially in inclement weather. 
Hoodies are not allowed. 
For PE lessons - students should bring their PE kit and change. 
 
 
  



Key Dates for Academic Year 2020-21: 
 
Friday 9 October - Inset Day 
Monday 19 October - Data Point 1 Report 
Friday 11 December - Data Point 2 Report 
Monday 4 January - Inset Day 
Friday 12 February - Data Point 3 Report 
Wednesday 24 February - Year 10 Parents Evening 4:20pm - 6:50pm 
Friday 30 April - Data Point 4 Report 
Monday 14 June to Friday 2 July - Year 10 Mock Exam Period 
Friday 16 July - Data Point 5 Report 
 
Getting in touch: 
 
The return of students to school following the period of closure may be exciting for some and 
daunting for others.  I understand there may be more apprehension than would be usual at 
this challenging time and it has never been more important that you have a main contact point 
in school.  I am writing to establish that contact point now and to let you know that if you or 
your child have any queries then please do not hesitate to get in touch.  Leading Year 10 
alongside me will be Mr O’Connell and below you will find our contact details: 
 
Mr J Press (Progress Leader): J.Press@derbymoor.derby.sch.uk 
Mr K O’Connell (Year Manager): K.O'Connell@derbymoor.derby.sch.uk 
 
Furthermore, you can always ring the school on 01332 772706 and Reception will be able to 
put you through to one of us or pass a message on. 
 
Thank you for your support and we look forward to welcoming you back in September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

J Press 

 
Mr J Press 
Year 10 Progress Leader 
 


