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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome back to Derby Moor Academy 

 

As we are all preparing for our students full return to education this September, I wanted to take the time to 

write to you all directly and explain what students can expect on their first day back.  There have been a lot of 

changes at our school that will undoubtedly take some getting used to but let me start by assuring both parents 

and students that the core ethos of our school community remains the same – we are a strong, supportive 

community who will succeed through the challenges of the coming year together.  Whilst I hope this letter 

contains all the broad information you need to know, students will be taken through everything in detail during 

their induction upon their return. 

 

One of the first changes Year 9 will have to adapt to is a change in Progress Leader!  I am very excited to be 

taking up this position after being a member of the tutor team since their arrival in Year 7.  I am looking forward 

to working with you all, parents/carers and students together, to overcome the challenges I am sure are ahead 

and get everyone back on track so they can aspire to achieve their best.  Please see below for further details 

on our reopening, behaviour and uniform expectations and key dates for future reference. 

 

How is the school changing to ensure we are Covid-19 secure? 

Before the summer break, our Principal sent out a letter (which is also available on our website) detailing the 

essential measures the school has taken to ensure Derby Moor meets the Government’s guidelines for a safe 

return to school. They are: 

 

 A requirement that people who are ill stay at home (students and staff) 

 Robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

 Enhanced cleaning arrangements, before, after and during the school day 

 Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace, as well as our own in-school version 

 Arranging classrooms with forward facing desks, with class sizes returning to normal 

 Staff maintaining distance from students and other staff as much as possible 

 Adapting our behaviour policy to include consequences for students not adhering to the new hygiene and 
safety procedures 

 Changes to the structure of our day; breaks, lunch, transport, movement around school and groupings, 
to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school wherever possible, whilst ensuring 
a quality teaching programme is in place. 

 

When will Year 9 return?  

Like many other schools across the country, we will be conducting a phased return for each Year group.  As I 

am sure you will appreciate, there have been changes to every facet of the school day to ensure the safety of 

staff, students and visitors and it is only fair that every year group has a complete induction to all the new 

policies and systems. 

 

Year 9 will be returning to school on Wednesday 9 September 2020 and will be expected to arrive between 

8:40am – 8:50am.  Students will enter through the Main Entrance and be guided into the hall for Induction. 

  



What about Form Time? 

After they have been welcomed back by Mr Doyle and myself, students will be spending an extended period 

of time with their form tutors during their first day back to help reintegrate them back into the school and go 

through our standards and expectations.  Below are details of each form group and their designated form 

room: 

 

  Form Group   Room   Form Group   Room 

  9PSM (was 8JST)   SO13   9HPA   PA1 

  9VST (was 8DPI)   SO23   9YGU (was 8DST)   PA2 

  9GDO (was 8SMU)   SO22   9CBL   PA3 

  9FHU (was 8JPE)   SO18   9HHU (was 8RCL)   SO20 

  9JJO   SO16   9CSR (was 9ABL)   SO21 

 

As part of our new timetable, Form Time has been extended from twenty minutes to forty minutes.  Whilst this 

does mean that Period 1 is now a shorter lesson, this ensures that tutors have the time to really form a solid 

working relationship with their tutees as well as deliver our Recovery Curriculum. 

 

What is the Recovery Curriculum? 

To aid students with rebuilding confidence and settling back into school, during the first day back and the first 
few weeks of term they will be having additional time in form groups to follow our ‘Recovery Curriculum’.  This 
is a curriculum designed to help our young people get to grips with what they have experienced during 
lockdown and prepare them for the months and years ahead.  Alongside this I will be ensuring I visit all the 
form groups to introduce myself and explain my role and the wider support network that is available in school. 
 
What are our expectations of behaviour and conduct? 

In addition to the expectations around conduct, there are instructions around social distancing, handwashing 

and year group bubbles that students are expected to conform to in response to Covid-19.  These are in place 

to ensure the school is following the government guidance and to maintain the safety of the school community.  

I anticipate students taking these expectations seriously and maintaining their usual exemplary conduct.  

However, parents/carers will be informed in the event of their child failing to adhere and a risk assessment 

completed and signed for their attendance at school to be continued.  Failure to follow instructions puts the 

student in question and others in the community at risk.  If a second instance were to occur, the student will 

not be allowed to return to school during the first phase of reopening. 

 

What about Uniform? 

Here is a full breakdown of acceptable items of uniform as per our Uniform Policy: 

 Academy blazer – black with academy logo 

 Plain long or short sleeved shirt – white and a collar 

 Academy clip-on tie 

 V-neck sweatshirt – black with academy logo 

 Plain, business cut trousers – black 

 Formal skirt – black and a suitable length for school 

 Kameez - plain black, plain cotton, straight line, mid-calf length dress with round neck and long or short 
sleeves 

 Scarf/Chunni/Dupatta - plain black or white, plain cotton scarf 

 Plain, sensible, black shoes that are able to be polished 

 Due to students being required to spend social time outside, I would advise you to also ensure students 
attend school with a warm, ideally waterproof jacket 

 Students will be given coloured lanyards denoting their year group.  This is to ensure all staff members can 
ensure years groups are remaining socially distanced even if they are not familiar with the year group. 

 

Here is a list, of items of clothing or accessories not acceptable for uniform: 

 Hoodies of any sort 

 Skin tight trousers, leggings or skinny jeans 

 Skinny fit or short skirts 

 Shoes with logos or featuring coloured designs 

 Facial piercings of any kind (expect one small stud in each ear) 

 Excessive make up, false nails and other cosmetic nuisances 
 



Students will still be expected to bring their PE kit with them to school on relevant days.  This consists of a PE 

top with the school logo and the appropriate coloured panelling denoting the students’ house, tracksuit bottoms 

or shorts (I would account for packing both due to changes in weather) and appropriate footwear for 

outdoor/indoor sports, like trainers.  Students will receive the appropriate sanction for missing/inappropriate 

items of uniform. 

 

What are the key dates I need to be aware of? 

Here are some key dates for your diary: 

 

 Term Dates   Half Term Break 

 Term 1: 2 September – 19 December 2020   24 October – 1 November 2020 

 Term 2: 5 January – 2 April 2021   13 – 21 February 2021 

 Term 3: 19 April – 23 July 2021   29 May – 6 June 2021 

 
Key Dates Continued 

IInset Days (students not in school)   Drop Down Days 

 2- 4 September 2020   Friday 16 October 2020 

 Friday 9 October 2020   Thursday 21 January 2021 

 Monday 4 January 2021   Tuesday 2 March 2021 

   Monday 5 July 2021 

 

 Parents/Options Evening 

 Wednesday 17 March 

 

Getting in touch: 
The return of students to school following the period of closure may be exciting for some and daunting for 
others.  I understand there may be more apprehension than would be usual at this challenging time and it has 
never been more important that you have a main contact point in school.  I am writing to establish that contact 
point now and to let you know that if you or your child have any queries then please do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  Leading Year 9 alongside me will be Miss A Moulton, below you will find our contact details: 
 
Mr J Pessoll (Progress Leader): J.Pessoll@derbymoor.derby.sch.uk 
Miss A Moulton (Year Manager): A.Moulton@derbymoor.derby.sch.uk 
 
Furthermore, you can always ring the school on 01332 772706 and Reception will be able to put you through 
to one of us or pass a message on. 
 
Thank you for your support and we look forward to welcoming you back in September. 
 
Kind regards 
 

J Pessoll 

 
Mr J Pessoll 
Year 9 Progress Leader 
 

mailto:J.Pessoll@derbymoor.derby.sch.uk
mailto:A.Moulton@derbymoor.derby.sch.uk

