
 

RAISE YOUR CHILDS 

ATTENDANCE  

 RAISE THEIR 

CHANCES ! 

 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact  the Attendance 
Team if you have any queries or concerns 
regarding attendance. 

Absence line: 01332 772706—option 1 

  

Concerns and Queries 

Help us to help 
your child succeed 

Every day COUNTS! 

Promoting Attendance  

Students at school are fully aware of the  
expectations surrounding attendance.  Good 
attendance is celebrated by awarding badges 
and  certificates and is one of several criteria 
used to assess eligibility for the Principal and 
Vice Principal awards.   

100% attendance in Term one = Bronze award 

100% attendance in two Terms = Silver award 

100% attendance for whole Year = Gold award 

 

A 1% Improvement in attendance, can 
produce a 5-6% improvement in 
attainment  

(Department of Education and Skills) 

Help your child 
achieve their  

potential  

Attendance Percentage of students with 
this attendance that 
achieved grade 5 or better 
in English and Maths 2019 

95% or better 69% 

93% - 94.9% 57% 

90%-93.9% 40% 

Below 90% 31% 



What does “good attendance” mean?      

Attendance and punctuality are vital to ensure your 
child reaches their full potential whilst in education.  

Recent research by Department for Children, Schools 
and Families (DfES) suggests that if a student misses 
just 17 school days a year, their GCSE grades will drop 
by one grade! 

What is considered as “poor attendance”?   

Anything below 95% is weak, under 94 % is poor and if 
attendance dips below 92%, we will have serious 
concerns. Below 90% is regarded as persistent 
absence by the Department for Education. At Derby 
Moor Academy we are aiming for every student to 
achieve attendance levels of 97%. We monitor 
attendance and provide termly reports on each 
student’s attendance.  

20 days off per school year = 90% attendance  

90% attendance from Year 7 to Year 11 = half a  
year absent from school  

Types of Absence 
 
If a student does not attend school they will be 
recorded as absent – this can be authorised or 
unauthorised. However their percentage attendance 
will go down regardless of the type of absence 
as the student is not at school.  Absences are 
coded as authorised where reasons are considered 
valid and unauthorised where no explanation or 
unacceptable reasons are given.  
 
Illness and First Day Call 
 

If your child is unable to attend school through illness 
you should inform us by telephone on  each day of 
absence before 10:00am. If you do not supply us with 
this information, we have a duty to contact you, so 
that we may be sure of the child’s whereabouts as 
this is a safeguarding measure. Medical proof is 
required after three days of absence. (Where we 
have concerns over excessive absence patterns 
through illness we will need to discuss this with 
parents/carers in order to gain a better understanding 
of the problems and to offer support).   

 

Medical Appointments  

It is generally better if these can be arranged outside 
school hours but we know this is not always possible.  
Where students need to attend  appointments during  
the school day it is important your child attends  
before or after their appointment.  We do require at  
least 24 hours notice of any appointments.  
 
Medical appointments are authorised with relevant  
proof. 
 
 

 

Please refer to the school website for Attendance 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

 Emergency Occasions 
 
There are some occasion e.g. bereavements etc. 
where it may be inappropriate for children to attend 
school; we will be sympathetic to such needs.  

 
Punctuality                                               

Please try to ensure that your child arrives to 
school so that they are present for registration; this 
is taken at 08:40am each day, apart from 
Wednesday whereby students go straight to lesson 
1 at 08:40am. Where a genuine reason for 
lateness exists this will be an authorised late but 
where explanations are inadequate then a late will 
be recorded and your child will receive a late 
detention the next day. 

 

Our duty of care in responding to 
unauthorised and persistent absence – 
possible consequences 
 
We have a duty of care, shared with the Local 
Authority, to challenge poor attendance. Where 
attendance levels are low and where there are 
invalid reasons (judged by the Education Welfare 
Officer, not the school/parent/ or carer) for a 
student’s frequent absence or where parents 
condone absence (e.g. by taking children out of 
school on unauthorised holidays) then parents 
render themselves liable to a fine (per student per 
parent). This would be doubled if the fine is unpaid 
within 21 days and could ultimately lead to a 
criminal conviction. Of course, no one wants this to 
happen but we need to be very clear about this 
issue. 

ATTENDANCE TARGET  

                   97%          


