
A Level English Language

Aims of the Course:
You will investigate the roles of purposes, audiences and contexts and the impacts of these pressures upon 
language production and reception. You will examine how language varies because of personal, social, 
geographical and temporal contexts. You will use linguistic methods to analyse and investigate factors which 
infl uence the way we speak, including child language acquisition. 

Programme of Study:
Paper 1 – Language, the Individual and Society- Exam- 40% 
This area of study introduces you to methods of language analysis to explore concepts of audience, purpose, genre, 
mode and representation. It also introduces you to the study of children’s language development, exploring how 
children learn language and how they are able to understand and express themselves through language.

Paper 2 – Language Diversity and Change- Exam-40%
You will study the key concepts of audience, purpose, genre and mode and will explore language in its wider 
social, geographical and temporal contexts. You will explore processes of language change. This part of the subject 
content also requires you to study social attitudes to, and debates about, language diversity and change.

Non-exam assessment: Language in Action-coursework-20%
The aim of this area of study is to allow you to explore and analyse language data independently and develop and 
refl ect upon their own writing expertise. You will produce two pieces of work, one investigating language and 
another a piece of original creative writing.

Approaches to Learning: 
This investigative course requires a lot of discussion based tasks. Presenting work to others and debating skills are 
crucial.  Independent research tasks underpin the course. You will need to write extensively.

This course is for you if you have a genuine interest in how language shapes all aspects of human interaction. A 
love of language and curiosity about how and why the English Language evolves is a must. You must be able to 
articulate your ideas and write extended pieces of analysis.

This course will prepare you for any course or career including education, psychology, sociology, media, history and 
politics. 

Minimum Entry Requirements: 
Five grade 9-5 GCSE passes including English and Maths.  A 9-5 in English Language and English Literature.

Exam Board: AQA
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