
A Level Psychology

Aims of the Course:  
A Level Psychology is designed to stimulate the students’ curiosity about human behaviour. 
The aim of the course is to introduce the students to the different theories and approaches 
that allow Psychologists to take a scientifi c approach to measure human behaviour. 
Common themes run through the course; this includes the Nurture/Nature debate. This 
encourages the student to gain knowledge and understanding of particular behaviours 
and to realise the cause and effect relationship of either the learnt behaviour or inherited 
behaviour. Psychology A level should encourage candidates to develop their interest in and 
enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers in 
the subject.  

Programme of Study at A2: 
Assessment is by examination at the end of the two years.

Unit 1 (June)  –  33% of the overall A level. Topics include Social Infl uence, Memory, 
Attachment and Psychopathology. Duration of the exam: 2 hour. Questions include short 
answer, stimulus material and one or more 16-mark question requiring extended writing. 

Unit 2 (June)  –  33% of the overall A level. Topics include Approaches in psychology, 
Biopsychology and Research methods. Duration of the exam: 2 hour. Questions include 
short answer, stimulus material and one or more 16-mark question requiring extended 
writing. 

Unit 3 (June)  –  33% of the overall A level. Topics include Issues and Debates in 
Psychology, Schizophrenia and Aggression. Questions include short answer, stimulus 
material and one or more 1-mark question requiring extended writing. 

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus A 
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Approaches to Learning: 
You will develop your independent learning skills through reading and research.  You will 
be involved in presentations and psychological experiments. During lessons you will be 
expected to take part in class and group discussions, to offer analysis of research studies 
and evaluate a range of theories. 

This course is for you if you are looking for fascinating insights into the human mind and 
what makes people tick. Psychology courses are increasingly popular both because of their 
intrinsic appeal and their value as a step on the way to careers in psychology, careers in 
the health professions and any other employment sector that relies on people skills and 
communication. 

 

This course will prepare you for university studies and a career in psychology, plus a wide 
variety of careers that involve personal interaction or communication, such as marketing, 
health care and personnel management. If you want to enter or progress in employment, 
you’ll fi nd your A Level Psychology will demonstrate to employers that you have the ability 
to commit to learning, and have acquired good reasoning and analytical skills and an 
understanding of people - essential in practically every walk of life. 

Minimum Entry Requirements: 
Five grade 9-5 GCSE passes including English and Maths. Grade 9-5 in Psychology if 
studied.


