
BTEC Extended Certificate in Information 
Technology

Aims of the Course: 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Information Technology is intended as an Applied 
General qualification covering 360 GLH and equivalent in size to one A Level. It is designed for learners who are 
interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and share information alongside other 
fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in IT.

Students will develop a common core of IT knowledge and study areas such as the relationship between 
hardware and software that form an IT system, managing and processing data to support business and using IT to 
communicate and share information.

 

Programme of Study:
Unit 2 - Creating Systems to Manage Information (5 Hour Controlled Assessment)

Students study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a relational database system to manage information. 
You will examine the structure of data, its origins and how an efficient data design follows through to an effective 
and useful database. You will examine a given scenario and develop an effective design solution to produce a 
database system. You will then test your solution to ensure it works correctly. Finally, you will evaluate each stage of 
the development process and the effectiveness of your database solution.

Unit 3 - Using Social Media in Business   (Internally assessed)

In this unit, you will explore different social media websites, the ways in which they can be used and the potential 
pitfalls when using them for business purposes. You will develop a plan to use social media strategies for business 
purposes to achieve specific aims and objectives. You will then implement the plan, developing and posting 
content and interacting with others. Finally, you will collect data on the business use of social media and review the 
effectiveness of your efforts.

Unit 1 - Information Technology Systems               (2hr External Examination)

Students study the role of computer systems and the implications of their use in personal and professional 
situations. You will explore the relationships between the hardware and software that form an IT system, the way 
systems work individually and together as well as the relationship between the user and the system. You will 
examine issues related to the use of IT systems and the impact that these have on organisations and individuals. In 
this unit you will draw on your learning from across your programme to complete assessment tasks.

Unit 5 - Data Modelling  (Internally assessed)

Learners study how data modelling can be used to solve problems, and they will design and implement a data 
model to meet client requirements. In this unit, you will investigate the fundamentals of the decision-making 
process. You will find out how using data modelling provides the computational ability to compare consequences, 
and determine a preferred course of action. You will develop the skills and techniques necessary to create complex 
spreadsheets, in order to produce accurate information that informs decision making. You will examine a scenario 
and then design, develop and test a spreadsheet; you will review your spreadsheet and make refinements based on 
user feedback, providing an evaluation of the effectiveness of the alternatives produced.

Exam Board:  Pearson
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Approaches to Learning:
In the BTEC National units there are opportunities during the teaching and learning phase to give learners practice 
in developing employability skills. Where employability skills are referred to in this specification, we are generally 
referring to skills in the following three main categories:

•	 cognitive	and	problem-solving	skills:	use	critical	thinking,	approach	non-routine	problems	applying	expert	and			
creative solutions, use systems and technology

•	 intrapersonal	skills:	communicating,	working	collaboratively,	negotiating	and	influencing,	self-presentation

•	 interpersonal	skills:	self-management,	adaptability	and	resilience,	self-monitoring	and	development.

This course is for you if you are interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and share 
information alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, 
not necessarily in IT. Learners will develop a common core of IT knowledge and study areas such as the relationship

between hardware and software that form an IT system, managing and processing data to support business and 
using IT to communicate and share information.

This course will prepare you for a degree in an information technology discipline or a degree where information 
technology related skills and knowledge may be advantageous. This qualification carries UCAS points and is 
recognised by higher education providers as meeting admission requirements to many relevant courses. As the 
content is equivalent in size to one A Level, higher education representatives have confirmed that it is appropriate 
to allow learners to choose their optional units from a wide range so that they can explore their own choice of areas 
for further study. The qualification supports entry to, for example:

•	 HND	in	Business

•	 BA	(Hons)	in	Computer	Arts

•	 BSc	(Hons)	in	Fashion	Buying	Management

•	 BSc	(Hons)	in	Software	Development	for	Animation

•	 BA	(Hons)	in	Accounting	and	Finance.

Minimum Entry Requirements:
Grade 4 or above in English


