
 
 

 

 

Year 12: Our curriculum intent is: 
To deliver teaching units that inspire curiosity, ensure clarity of understanding and celebrate diversity.  In applying their learning students will develop their communication skills and there 
will also be opportunities for students to widen their cultural capital through in class and extra-curricular enrichment.  At Year 12 there is also the drive to ensure our students are successful 
within their A-levels, building on prior knowledge from their time in Y7-11, with added emphasis on application to Exam Style Questions and Modelling “What success looks like.” 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer term 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

The psychology of Human 
Social Influence: 
Theories of Social Influence 
and research studies. 
These include, conformity, 
Obedience, Minority 
influence and social change. 
 

Research Methods: 
Look at the scientific 
process of acquiring 
knowledge that can 
explain and predict human 
behaviour. 

The psychology of Human 
Memory: 
Theories of human memory 
and research studies. 
We look at memory 
models, case studies, 
reasons for forgetting and 
how to improve human 
memory. 

The psychology of Human 
Attachment: 
Theories of human 
attachment and research 
studies. 
 

The psychology of 
Psychopathology: 
Theories of 
Psychopathology and 
research studies. 

Approaches in 
Psychology: 
Discover the broad 
approaches in 
Psychology. 
 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

• Empirical investigation 

• Scientific construction 

• Critical Thinking 

• Analytical Writing 

• Discussion and Debate 

• Argument Construction. 

Cross curricular 
skills:  
Be able to: 

• Interpretation, Analysis and evaluation of Theories and Methods. (Sciences/Sociology/Media) 

• Distinguish between facts, opinions and value judgements (Sciences/History/Sociology/RS/English) 

• Identify and evaluate trends using evidence (Maths/History/Sociology/RS) 

• Use evidence to support arguments and conclusions (Sciences/History/Sociology/RS/English/Media) 

Links (Nat 
curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

National Curriculum: The Course is designed to encourage students to: 

• acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary social processes and 
social changes 

• appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual issues in Psychological theory 

• understand and evaluate Psychological methodology and a range of research methods 
through active involvement in the research process 

• develop skills that enable individuals to focus on their personal identity, roles and 
responsibilities within society 

Literacy: 
Literacy is developed within both 
written assessments and oral work.  
There is subject specific terminology 
used throughout including: socialisation, 
culture and identity, social 
differentiation, power and stratification. 

Numeracy: 
There is a requirement for students 
to cover mathematical questions 
within the examinations.  
Methodology: the collection of 
primary and secondary data, and 
the analysis of quantitative and 
qualitative data.  Using these to 
support concepts. 

Post 16 and beyond: 
Psychology is a great umbrella subject which can take you in a number of different directions, whether it be a career, an apprenticeship or a degree. 
Psychology provides an excellent starting point for any social science discipline from Economics, Sociology, and Politics to Criminology and Philosophy.  Psychology complements a wide 
variety of subjects and will support in developing a wide range of skills that universities and employers look for.  Psychology enables students to look critically at the world around them and 
empathise with people with different views. 



 
 

 

 

Year 13: Our curriculum intent is: 
To deliver teaching units that inspire curiosity, ensure clarity of understanding and celebrate diversity.  In applying their learning students will develop their communication skills and 
there will also be opportunities for students to widen their cultural capital through in class and extra-curricular enrichment.  At Year 13 there is also the drive to ensure our students 
are successful within their A-levels building on their knowledge from Year 12, with added emphasis on application to Exam Style Questions and Modelling “What success looks like.” 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Issues and debates: 
We look at the 
underlying contentious 
issues and debate the 
pro and cons within the 
discipline.  These include: 
Gender and culture bias. 
 

The psychology of Human 
Relationships: 
This topic looks at human 
intimate relationships.  We 
study the formation, 
maintenance and 
dissolution of relationships 
using different models. 

The psychology of 
Human Aggression: 
This topic studies 
arguably one of the 
most undesirable 
human behaviour but 
considers its 
evolutionary presence 
in modern societies. 

The psychology of 
Schizophrenia: 
Through the different 
approaches we look at 
the different 
explanation of the 
onset and treatment of 
this mental disorder. 

Further research 
methods: 
Following on from Year 
12 this topic extends 
students’ knowledge of 
the research methods 
that enable Psychology 
to be considered a 
science. 

Bio-psychology: 
We look at the theories 
and research that explains 
how humans are 
controlled and 
determined by internal 
and external factors. 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

• Critical Thinking 

• Analytical Writing 

• Discussion and Debate 

• Argument Construction 

Cross 
Curricular 
skills:  
Be able to: 

• Interpretation, Analysis and evaluation of Theories and Methods (Psychology/Media) 

• Distinguish between facts, opinions and value judgements (History/Psychology/RS/English) 

• Identify and evaluate trends using evidence (Maths/History/Psychology/RS) 

• Use evidence to support arguments and conclusions (History/Psychology/RS/English/Media) 

Links (Nat 
curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

National Curriculum: The Course is designed to encourage students to: 

• acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary social processes 
and social changes 

• appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual issues in sociological 
debate 

• understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a range of research 
methods through active involvement in the research process 

• develop skills that enable individuals to focus on their personal identity, roles and 
responsibilities within society 

Literacy: 
Literacy is developed within both 
written assessments and oral work.  
There is subject specific terminology 
used throughout including: 
socialisation, culture and identity, 
social differentiation, power and 
stratification. 

Numeracy: 
There is an emphasis on numeracy 
within Sociological Methodology: 
the collection of primary and 
secondary data, and the analysis 
of quantitative and qualitative 
data.  Using these to support 
concepts. 

Post 16 and beyond: 
Psychology is a great umbrella subject which can take you in a number of different directions, whether it be a career, an apprenticeship or a degree. 
Psychology provides an excellent starting point for any social science discipline from Economics, Sociology, and Politics to Criminology and Philosophy.  Psychology complements a 
wide variety of subjects and will support in developing a wide range of skills that universities and employers look for.  Psychology enables students to look critically at the world 
around them and empathise with people with different views. 


