
 
 
  

Year 12: Our curriculum intent is to:  
Equip students with the knowledge and skills required to become well-informed and effective communicators and to carry on further study or training.  Students will study and discuss current trends 
and issues of French-speaking countries as well as political life.  The themes will be studied alongside independent research works (either two literary texts or one literary text and one film) and will 
be assessed through three externally examined papers at the end of a 2-year course leading to A Level French.  

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Unit 1- Aspects of French speaking society and current 
trends (Family trends and heritage) 
In this unit, students will investigate and discuss trends 
in marriage and other forms of partnership. They will 
consider and discuss the merits and problems of 
different family structures. They will analyse 
relationships between the generations and discuss 
problems that can arise.  
They will study the notion of heritage and heritage 
preservation on a regional and national scale.  They will 
investigate how heritage impacts upon and is guided 
by culture in society and they will analyse the way in 
which some of the country’s most famous heritage 
sites market themselves. 
They will develop the necessary skills and techniques 
to study texts, interpret pictures and statistics, 
translate from and into French and develop extended 
answers. 

Unit 2- Aspects of French speaking society and current trends 
(Cyber society and Voluntary work) 
Students will examine and discuss how technology has 
transformed everyday life.  They will analyse the benefits and 
dangers of digital technology, consider and discuss possible 
future development. 
They will examine voluntary sector in France and the range of 
work volunteers.  They will discuss the benefits of voluntary 
work for those that are helped, for those that do it and for 
society as a whole. 
Students will develop writing skills in particular use of 
persuasive language and summarising techniques, 

Unit 3 – Artistic culture in the French speaking 
world (Contemporary French music and 7th Art)    
In this unit, students will investigate the 
popularity of contemporary francophone music 
and its diversity of genre and style.  They will 
study and discuss the threats to contemporary 
francophone music and how it might be 
safeguarded. 
They will study the major developments in the 
evolution of French cinema from its beginnings 
until the present day and investigate the reasons 
for the continuing popularity of French cinema 
and film festivals.  
Students will also study a film and examine 
cinematographic techniques, 

Subject Specific 
Skills 

• analytical skills: study of texts and a film 

• intrapersonal skills:  working collaboratively, communicating, discussing current issues and justifying points of views 

• interpersonal skills: self-management and time-management, resilience, self-monitoring and development. 

• translation skills  

Links (Nat curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Links to the KS4 maths in the study of statistics. Links 
to English in study/ analysis of texts and writing skills 
used.   

Links to English in study/ analysis of texts and writing skills 
used.  Links to KS4 French in some topics such as advantages 
and disadvantages of new technologies. 

Links to KS4 Media with analysis of 
cinematographic techniques. Links to KS3 & KS4 
music  

Transferable Skills Media - cinematographic techniques 
Maths - analytical skills and use and interpretation of statistics  
English - research techniques, analysis of texts and use of a variety of writing styles (persuasive language, summary) and knowledge of grammar  

Post 16 and beyond: 
A Level French combines a fundamentally learner-centred approach to the curriculum, with a flexible, unit based structure and knowledge applied in independent project research and assessments. 
The course develops a range of transferable skills such as communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society and required in Higher 
education.  In addition, it develops interpersonal skills, teamwork and a propensity to meet deadlines, which is what employers are looking for. 



 
 
 

Year 13: Our curriculum intent is to: 
Equip students with the knowledge and skills required to become well-informed and effective communicators and to carry on further study or training.  Students will study and discuss current trends 
and issues of French-speaking countries as well as political life.  The themes will be studied alongside independent research works (either two literary texts or one literary text and one film) and will 
be assessed through three externally examined papers at the end of a 2-year course leading to A Level French. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 
 

Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Unit 4- Diverse society, right and political engagement 
In this unit, students examine the benefits of living in an ethnically diverse 
society.  They assess the need for tolerance and respect of diversity and examine 
how we can promote diversity to create a richer world. 
Students also discuss arguments relating to the vote and examine the French 
political system and its evolution.  They consider engagement levels of young 
people and their influence on politics and discuss the future of politics and 
political engagement 
They further examine different groups who are socially marginalised. They 
analyse contrasting attitudes to this kind of people and discuss measures to help 
them. They also assess the important role of unions in France, discuss the value/ 
impact of strikes and protests and consider different methods of protesting to 
solve political or social tensions 
 

Unit 5 – Crime and immigration 
In this unit, students examine different attitudes to crime.  They discuss prison and its 
merits and problems and assess alternative forms of punishment 
They also study immigration from the standpoint of immigrants and examine the various 
forms of racism.  They analyse the viewpoints of political parties regarding immigration and 
discuss some of the political issues concerning immigration in francophone countries and in 
France in particular.   
Book study  
Preparation of the exam 

Subject Specific 
Skills 

• reading and writing skills with an in depth study of a French book followed by an essay on a specific aspect of the book 

• translation skills 

• analytical in comparing two political systems (UK and French) 

• analytical in examining social issues in other societies and how they are addressed both by the general public and the politicians  

Links (Nat curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Links to English in study/ analysis of texts and writing 
skills used.  Links to history in understanding the 
political system of France.   

Links to English in a study of a book and writing of essays. 
Links to sociology in the study of social problems in another European country and in some French speaking 
countries. 

Transferable Skills English – research techniques, analysis of texts and use of a variety of writing styles (persuasive language, summary) and knowledge of grammar 
History – research  and writing techniques as well as in depth knowledge of a different political system  
Sociology – research and writing techniques and comparative study possible 

 Post 16 and beyond: 
A Level French combines a fundamentally learner-centred approach to the curriculum, with a flexible, unit based structure and knowledge applied in independent project 
research and assessments. The course develops a range of transferable skills such as communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the 
individual and society and required in Higher education.  In addition, it develops interpersonal skills, teamwork and a propensity to meet deadlines, which is what employers 
are looking for. 


