
 

 

 

Year 7: Our curriculum intent is to: 
Develop core reading and writing skills.  All KS3 students have a portion of their lesson dedicated to reading for pleasure; this takes the form of reading a range of fiction texts 
for pleasure in lessons.  Students are always encouraged to engage with the whole text before analysing it.  Reading for pleasure is a fundamental element of our offer of reading 
as research shows that students engage with reading when it is low risk and teacher led.  Writing skills are developed for one hour a week.  This hour sits alongside all schemes 
of learning to ensure that pupils maintain a focus on the importance of developing the organisation, fluency and grammatical accuracy of their written work.  Aside from 
supporting pupils with their non-fiction and fiction writing skills, this ‘writing hour’ enhances the coherence of their work in other curriculum areas and enables pupils to articulate 
their ideas with greater clarity and sophistication 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Novel- The Boy In The 
Striped Pyjamas  

Journalism, advertising 
and note-making  

Introduction to creative 
writing and an 
introduction to 
Shakespeare  

Shakespeare’s Macbeth  Choral Poetry and 
ballads. A writing focus 
on ‘journeys’.  

Oliver Twist  

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Technical writing skills 
and including: 
homophones, 
roots/affixation/plurals, 
synonyms and 
antonyms.  

Technical writing skills 
and including: 
homophones, 
roots/affixation/plurals, 
synonyms and 
antonyms. 

Exploration of 
structural methods, 
language analysis.  
Technical writing skills 
and including: 
homophones, 
roots/affixation/plurals, 
synonyms and 
antonyms. 

Analysis of key scenes.  
Technical writing skills 
and including: 
homophones, 
roots/affixation/plurals, 
synonyms and 
antonyms. 

Exploration of 
structural methods, 
language analysis.  
Technical writing skills 
and including: 
homophones, 
roots/affixation/plurals, 
synonyms and 
antonyms. 

Exploration of various 
forms.  
Analysis of key scenes.  
Technical writing skills 
and including: 
homophones, 
roots/affixation/plurals, 
synonyms and 
antonyms. 

National 
Curriculum 
links  
 

KS2 NC –Word reading, comprehension, writing transcription, writing- composition, writing- vocabulary, grammar and punctuation are all features of the 
KS2 National curriculum and we build upon these in our Year 7 programmes of study  Link to the NC document  

KS3 NC- Promote a love of reading, writing fluently, extending vocabulary learning, use grammar for specific effects, spoken language- speak confidently.  
Link to the NC document.   The knowledge and skills that students develop in Year 7 act as active preparation for KS4. 

Cross-
curricular Skills 

History- Nazi Germany  Media Studies- 
frameworks. Science- 
reporting frameworks. 
ICT- means of 
reporting.  

History- how is history 
recorded?  

History- Tudor history.  Music- learning about 
lyres.  

History-Poor Laws and 
Workhouses.  

Post 16 and beyond: Students begin to develop a technical understanding of writing frameworks, building confidence and strengthening communication skills.  Our 7 year 
curriculum allows students from Y7-Y13 to engage with a range of texts and skills that are developed across the 7 years.  Students are challenged in all years with knowledge 
and skills being balanced throughout.  The core offer of a writing hour once weekly, cold reading texts before analysis and the focus on oracy remains throughout KS3, KS4 and 
KS5, equipping our students with excellent communication skills and having read an array of engaging novels, articles and poems.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study


 

 

 

Year 8: Our curriculum intent is rooted in developing core reading and writing skills. All KS3 students have a portion of their lessons dedicated to reading for pleasure; this takes 
the form of reading a range of fiction texts across the year. Students are always encouraged to engage with the whole text before analysing it. Reading for pleasure is a 
fundamental element of our offer of reading as research shows that students engage with reading when it is low risk and teacher led. Writing skills are developed for one hour 
a week. This hour sits alongside all schemes of learning to ensure that pupils maintain a focus on the importance of developing the organisation, fluency and grammatical 
accuracy of their written work. Aside from supporting pupils with their non-fiction and fiction writing skills, this ‘writing hour’ enhances the coherence of their work in other 
curriculum areas and enables pupils to articulate their ideas with greater clarity and sophistication. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Novel- Face  Non-fiction study and 
writing from a 
viewpoint 

Debate, discussion and 
note-making; Drama 
study – ‘Free’  

World Literature and 
creative writing  

Poetry from different 
cultures  

Heritage novel: 
Sherlock Holmes  

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Reading for meaning; 
exploring character; 
exploring a writer’s use 
of language and 
structure, and their 
effects; tracking a 
theme across a full text 

Making comparisons 
between texts; linking 
texts to their writers’ 
contexts; exploring a 
writer’s use of language 
and structure, and their 
effects 

Selecting a range of 
material from different 
sources; manipulating 
ideas to persuade and 
argue; speaking with 
confidence in front of 
others; exploring the 
ways that plays 
communicate meaning 

Exploring a writer’s use 
of language and 
structure, and their 
effects; using 
vocabulary and 
methods to present 
ideas creatively; 
accurate spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar 

Application of 
terminology specifically 
related to the study of 
poetry; exploring ideas, 
feelings and attitudes 
and how these are 
expressed; linking texts 
to their social, historical 
and cultural contexts 

Reading for meaning; 
exploring genre and 
style; analysing the 
presentation of 
character and the 
methods a writer uses 
to do this 

National 
Curriculum 
links  
 

KS2 NC – Word reading, comprehension, writing transcription, writing- composition, writing- vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.  
Link to the NC document  

KS3 NC- Promote a love of reading, writing fluently, extending vocabulary learning, use grammar for specific effects, spoken language- speak confidently.  
Link to the NC document 

Cross-
curricular Skills 

PSHE: racism, and 
equality 

History – Victorian 
freak shows 
Media - blogging  

History; Drama – 
balanced argument and 
oral presentation  

 MFL – literature 
originally written in 
French 

Geography and History 
– world poetry with 
links to Windrush and 
the history of the 
English language. 

History – Victorian 
England 

Post 16 and beyond: Students begin to develop a technical understanding of writing frameworks, building confidence and strengthening communication skills. Our 7-year 
curriculum allows students from Y7-Y13 to engage with a range of texts and skills that are developed across the 7 years. Students are challenged in all years with knowledge and 
skills being balanced throughout. The core offer of a writing hour once weekly, cold reading texts before analysis, and the focus on oracy, remain throughout KS3, KS4 and KS5, 
equipping our students with excellent communication skills and providing the opportunity for them to have read an array of engaging novels, articles and poems. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study


 

 

 

Year 9: Our curriculum intent is rooted in developing core reading and writing skills. All KS3 students have a portion of their lesson dedicated to reading for pleasure; this takes 
the form of reading a range of fiction texts for pleasure in. Students are always encouraged to engage with the whole text before analysing it. Reading for pleasure is a 
fundamental element of our offer of reading as research shows that students engage with reading when it is low risk and teacher led. Writing skills are developed for one hour 
a week. This hour sits alongside all schemes of learning to ensure that pupils maintain a focus on the importance of developing the organisation, fluency and grammatical 
accuracy of their written work. Aside from supporting pupils with their non-fiction and fiction writing skills, this ‘writing hour’ enhances the coherence of their work in other 
curriculum areas and enables pupils to articulate their ideas with greater clarity and sophistication. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Novel- Of Mice and 
Men  

Parody 
 
Media  

Romeo and Juliet  Formal, scripted talk 
 
Creative writing  

Heritage novel – The 
Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde  

Poetry and exam 
preparation  

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Reading for meaning; 
exploring character; 
exploring a writer’s use 
of language and 
structure, and their 
effects; tracking a 
theme across a full 
text; making links 
between context and 
meaning 

Recognising the ways in 
which images, language 
and structure can be 
manipulated to guide 
an audience; analysing 
the ways that the 
media present ideas to 
influence an audience; 
applying these ideas to 
our own writing 

Exploration of 
character and theme; 
understanding the 
ways in which 
performance can 
enhance the words on 
a page; analysing 
Shakespeare’s use of 
imagery and how this 
affects meaning 

Confidence and clarity 
when communicating 
with a broad, listening 
audience; using 
vocabulary and 
methods to present 
ideas creatively; 
accurate spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar 

Reading for meaning; 
exploring a writer’s use 
of language and 
structure, and their 
effects; recognising 
aspects of the Gothic in 
a work of fiction; 
making links between 
context and meaning 

Application of 
terminology specifically 
related to the study of 
poetry; exploring ideas, 
feelings and attitudes 
and how these are 
expressed 

National 
Curriculum 
links  
 

KS2 NC – Word reading, comprehension, writing transcription, writing- composition, writing- vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.  
Link to the NC document  

KS3 NC- Promote a love of reading, writing fluently, extending vocabulary learning, use grammar for specific effects, spoken language- speak confidently.  
Link to the NC document 

Cross-
curricular Skills 

History- the Great 
Depression  
PSHE – disability and 
equality  

Media Studies- 
preparation for options 
process  

History- Elizabethan 
England 
Drama – ideas about 
staging and audience  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of 
communication  

History – Victorian 
England 
Science - Darwinism, 
evolution and scientific 
advances of the 1800s 

History – WW1 
 
PSHE – love and 
relationships 

Post 16 and beyond: Students begin to develop a technical understanding of writing frameworks, building confidence and strengthening communication skills. Our year 7 
curriculum allows students from Y7-Y13 to engage with a range of texts and skills that are developed across the 7 years. Students are challenged in all years with knowledge and 
skills being balanced throughout. The core offer of a writing hour once weekly, cold reading texts before analysis and the focus on oracy remain throughout KS3, KS4 and KS5, 
equipping our students with excellent communication skills and having read an array of engaging novels, articles and poems. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study


 

 

 

Year 10: Our curriculum intent is rooted in developing core reading and writing skills. Students in Y10 always read the whole text before analysing it. Reading for pleasure is a fundamental element 
of our offer of reading as research shows that students engage with reading when it is low risk and teacher led. Writing skills are developed for one hour a week. This hour sits alongside all schemes 
of learning to ensure that pupils maintain a focus on the importance of developing the organisation, fluency and grammatical accuracy of their written work. Aside from supporting pupils with their 
non-fiction and fiction writing skills, this ‘writing hour’ enhances the coherence of their work in other curriculum areas and enables pupils to articulate their ideas with greater clarity and 
sophistication. Students in Y10 study all set Literature texts which enhances their critical thinking and analysis skills, ready to student English Language in Year 11.  

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Modern texts- An 
Inspector Calls   

Prose- A Christmas Carol   Romeo and Juliet  Anthology Poetry- Power 
and Conflict   

Unseen Poetry   English Language Paper 1   

Subject Specific 
Skills 

Reading for meaning; 
exploring character; 
exploring a writer’s use of 
language and structure, 
and their effects; tracking 
a theme across a full text; 
making links between 
context and meaning.  

Reading for meaning; 
exploring character; 
exploring a writer’s use of 
language and structure, 
and their effects; tracking 
a theme across a full text; 
making links between 
context and meaning. 

Exploration of character 
and theme; understanding 
the ways in which 
performance can enhance 
the words on a page; 
analysing Shakespeare’s 
use of imagery and how 
this affects meaning.  

Reading for meaning; 
exploring characterisation 
in poetry; exploring a 
writer’s use of language 
and structure, and their 
effects; tracking themes 
and ideas across a full set 
of poems; making links 
between context and 
meaning. 

Reading for meaning; 
exploring a writer’s use of 
language and structure, 
and their effects; 
recognising the 
conventions in poetry and 
being able to comment on 
the effects in detail, 
making detailed 
inferences. The 
application of terminology 
specifically related to the 
study of poetry; exploring 
ideas, feelings and 
attitudes and how these 
are expressed 

Application of appropriate 
methods of language 
analysis, using associated 
terminology and coherent 
written expression. To 
write for a specific 
purpose, learning how to 
use language and 
effectively to express ideas 
in writing. 

National 
Curriculum links  
 

KS2 NC – Word reading, comprehension, writing transcription, writing- composition, writing- vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.  
Link to the NC document  

KS3 NC- Promote a love of reading, writing fluently, extending vocabulary learning, use grammar for specific effects, spoken language- speak confidently.  
Link to the NC document 

Cross-curricular 
Skills 

History – social, cultural, 
historical contexts. 

History – social, cultural, 
historical contexts. 

History – social, cultural, 
historical contexts, Drama.  

History – social, cultural, 
historical contexts, Drama.  

All subjects- 
understanding how ideas 
are expressed.  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication.  

Post 16 and beyond: Students begin to develop a technical understanding of writing frameworks, building confidence and strengthening communication skills. Our year 7 curriculum allows students 
from Y7-Y13 to engage with a range of texts and skills that are developed across the 7 years. Students are challenged in all years with knowledge and skills being balanced throughout. The core offer 
of a writing hour once weekly, cold reading texts before analysis and the focus on oracy remain throughout KS3, KS4 and KS5, equipping our students with excellent communication skills and having 
read an array of engaging novels, articles and poems. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study


 

 

 

Year 11: Our curriculum intent is rooted in developing core reading and writing skills. Students in Y11 have studied all set Literature texts and now move on to developing analysis skills, with a focus on the 
technical skills needed to succeed in English Language. Writing skills are developed for one hour a week. This hour sits alongside all schemes of learning to ensure that pupils maintain a focus on the 
importance of developing the organisation, fluency and grammatical accuracy of their written work. Aside from supporting pupils with their non-fiction and fiction writing skills, this ‘writing hour’ enhances 
the coherence of their work in other curriculum areas and enables pupils to articulate their ideas with greater clarity and sophistication. Students in Y11 re-read An Inspector Calls, A Christmas Carol and 
Romeo and Juliet alongside their study of English Language.  

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

English Language- paper 1 
and paper 2    

Language/ Literature split    Language/ Literature split    Language/ Literature split    Revision of Literature texts 
and English Language skills   

Exam period  

Subject Specific 
Skills 

Apply appropriate methods 
of language analysis, using 
associated terminology and 
creating coherent written 
responses for different 
purposes. Analyse and 
evaluate how writers use 
language and structure to 
create meaning. 
Understand how writers 
share perspectives through 
methods and compare 
these.  

Apply appropriate methods 
of language analysis, using 
associated terminology and 
creating coherent written 
responses for different 
purposes. Analyse and 
evaluate how writers use 
language and structure to 
create meaning. 
Understand how writers 
share perspectives through 
methods and compare 
these.  

Apply appropriate methods 
of language analysis, using 
associated terminology and 
creating coherent written 
responses for different 
purposes. Analyse and 
evaluate how writers use 
language and structure to 
create meaning. 
Understand how writers 
share perspectives through 
methods and compare 
these.  

Apply appropriate methods 
of language analysis, using 
associated terminology and 
creating coherent written 
responses for different 
purposes. Analyse and 
evaluate how writers use 
language and structure to 
create meaning. 
Understand how writers 
share perspectives through 
methods and compare 
these.  

Reading for meaning; 
exploring a writer’s use of 
language and structure, 
and their effects; 
developing core writing 
skills; the identification of 
methods and how these 
create meaning.  

 

National 
Curriculum links  
 

KS2 NC – Word reading, comprehension, writing transcription, writing- composition, writing- vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.  
Link to the NC document  

KS3 NC- Promote a love of reading, writing fluently, extending vocabulary learning, use grammar for specific effects, spoken language- speak confidently.  
Link to the NC document 

Cross-curricular 
Skills 

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication 
as well as reading a range 
of unseen texts and 
confidently analysing them.  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication 
as well as reading a range 
of unseen texts and 
confidently analysing them.  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication 
as well as reading a range 
of unseen texts and 
confidently analysing them.  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication 
as well as reading a range 
of unseen texts and 
confidently analysing them.  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication 
as well as reading a range 
of unseen texts and 
confidently analysing them.  

All subjects – technical 
accuracy in writing and 
fluency of communication.  

Post 16 and beyond: Students begin to develop a technical understanding of writing frameworks, building confidence and strengthening communication skills. Our year 7 curriculum allows students from 
Y7-Y13 to engage with a range of texts and skills that are developed across the 7 years. Students are challenged in all years with knowledge and skills being balanced throughout. The core offer of a writing 
hour once weekly, cold reading texts before analysis and the focus on oracy remain throughout KS3, KS4 and KS5, equipping our students with excellent communication skills and having read an array of 
engaging novels, articles and poems. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study%23years-5-and-6-programme-of-study


 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 12: The first year of our A Level English Literature course approaches the reading and study of literature through the lens of genre and theory, encouraging the 

independent study of a range of texts within a shared context, giving logic and meaning to the way that texts are grouped for study. Working with particular genres (Tragedy 
and Elements of Crime) involves looking at ways in which authors shape meanings within their texts. It also involves thinking about a wide range of relevant contexts, some of 
them to do with the production of the text at the time of its writing, some (where possible) to do with how the text has been received over time and, most of all in this 
specification, contexts to do with how the text can be interpreted by readers now. Looking at texts as generic works involves connecting individual texts with others, as the 
whole idea of genre is a connective one. And finally, because genres and their qualities are not fixed, this means that interpretation is not fixed, and that multiple 
interpretations are possible.  The variety of assessment styles used, such as passage-based questions, unseen material, single text questions, multiple text questions, open- 
and closed-book approaches, allows students to develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake independent research 
which are valuable for both further study and future employment. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Introduction to Crime 
and ‘The Murder of 
Ackroyd’ by Agatha 
Christie; 
The poetry of Crabbe, 
Wilding and Browning 

‘The Murder of 
Ackroyd’ by Agatha 
Christie; 
The poetry of Crabbe, 
Wilding and Browning 
 

Introduction to Tragedy 
and ‘Othello’ by 
William Shakespeare; 
‘Death of a Salesman’ 
by Arthur Miller 

‘Othello’ by William 
Shakespeare; 
‘Death of a Salesman’ 
by Arthur Miller 

Internal examination 
revision and 
preparation; Critical 
theories: narrative 
theory; feminist theory; 
Marxist theory; eco-
critical theory; post-
colonial theory; literary 
value and the canon 

NEA Prose selection; 
‘Tess of the 
d’Urbevilles’ by Thomas 
Hardy 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Articulate informed, 
personal and creative 
responses to literary 
texts, using associated 
concepts and 
terminology, and 
coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
Analyse ways in which 
meanings are shaped in 
literary texts. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
significance and 
influence of the 
contexts in which 

Articulate informed, 
personal and creative 
responses to literary 
texts, using associated 
concepts and 
terminology, and 
coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
Analyse ways in which 
meanings are shaped in 
literary texts. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
significance and 
influence of the 
contexts in which 

Articulate informed, 
personal and creative 
responses to literary 
texts, using associated 
concepts and 
terminology, and 
coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
Analyse ways in which 
meanings are shaped in 
literary texts. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
significance and 
influence of the 
contexts in which 

Articulate informed, 
personal and creative 
responses to literary 
texts, using associated 
concepts and 
terminology, and 
coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
Analyse ways in which 
meanings are shaped in 
literary texts. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
significance and 
influence of the 
contexts in which 

Articulate informed, 
personal and creative 
responses to literary 
texts, using associated 
concepts and 
terminology, and 
coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
Analyse ways in which 
meanings are shaped in 
literary texts. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
significance and 
influence of the 
contexts in which 

Articulate informed, 
personal and creative 
responses to literary 
texts, using associated 
concepts and 
terminology, and 
coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
Analyse ways in which 
meanings are shaped in 
literary texts. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
significance and 
influence of the 
contexts in which 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

literary texts are 
written and received. 
Explore connections 
across literary texts. 
Explore literary texts 
informed by different 
interpretations. 

literary texts are 
written and received. 
Explore connections 
across literary texts. 
Explore literary texts 
informed by different 
interpretations. 

literary texts are 
written and received. 
Explore connections 
across literary texts. 
Explore literary texts 
informed by different 
interpretations. 

literary texts are 
written and received. 
Explore connections 
across literary texts. 
Explore literary texts 
informed by different 
interpretations. 

literary texts are 
written and received. 
Explore connections 
across literary texts. 
Explore literary texts 
informed by different 
interpretations. 

literary texts are 
written and received. 
Explore connections 
across literary texts. 
Explore literary texts 
informed by different 
interpretations. 

National 
Curriculum 
links  
 

KS4 Offering clear progression from GCSE, our A Level English Literature course of study allows students to build on the skills and knowledge already gained 

and prepare for their next steps. GCSE English Literature will have prepared students for the study of Literature at A-level by developing their skills of 
analysis and evaluation of literary texts, analysis and study of literature, and adopting literary approaches to a wide range of texts. Students will also have 
developed skills in producing and developing written language as well as analysing the relationships between different texts and their contexts. 

Cross-
curricular Skills 

History – social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts 
Art History 

History – social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts 

History – social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts 
 

History – social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts 

History – social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts  
Philosophy 
Psychology 
Sociology 

History – social, 
cultural, historical 
contexts  
Philosophy 
Psychology 
Sociology 

Post 16 and beyond: Students are not only equipped with the knowledge and skills needed for both exams and non-exam assessment, but also experience a rich, challenging 
and coherent approach to English literature that provides an excellent basis for studying the subject at university. The ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake 
independent research are valuable skills for both further study and future employment. 



 

 

Year 13: The second year of our A Level English Literature course seeks to consolidate and further develop the skills from Year 12. We encourage students to develop their 

interest in and enjoyment of literature and literary studies as they: read widely and independently both set texts and others that they have selected for themselves; engage 

critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of responding to them; develop and effectively apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation; 

explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of them. In addition, through the N.E.A. in particular, we encourage our students to develop their 

interest in and enjoyment of literature and literary studies as they undertake independent and sustained studies to deepen their appreciation and understanding of English 

literature. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 

description) 

NEA Prose; 

Unseen crime extracts; 

‘Tess of the 

d’Urbevilles’ by Thomas 

Hardy 

NEA Prose; Paper 1, 

Section C - ‘Death of a 

Salesman’ by Arthur 

Miller and ‘Tess of the 

d’Urbevilles’ by Thomas 

Hardy; internal mock 

examination 

preparation 

‘Atonement’ by Ian 

McKewan; NEA Poetry 

‘Atonement’ by Ian 

McKewan; NEA Poetry; 

Unseen crime extracts 

External examination 

preparation 
External examination 

preparation 

Subject 

Specific Skills 

Articulate informed, 

personal and creative 

responses to literary 

texts, using associated 

concepts and 

terminology, and 

coherent, accurate 

written expression. 

Analyse ways in which 

meanings are shaped in 

literary texts. 

Demonstrate 

understanding of the 

significance and 

influence of the 

Articulate informed, 

personal and creative 

responses to literary 

texts, using associated 

concepts and 

terminology, and 

coherent, accurate 

written expression. 

Analyse ways in which 

meanings are shaped in 

literary texts. 

Demonstrate 

understanding of the 

significance and 

influence of the 

Articulate informed, 

personal and creative 

responses to literary 

texts, using associated 

concepts and 

terminology, and 

coherent, accurate 

written expression. 

Analyse ways in which 

meanings are shaped in 

literary texts. 

Demonstrate 

understanding of the 

significance and 

influence of the 

Articulate informed, 

personal and creative 

responses to literary 

texts, using associated 

concepts and 
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KS4 Offering clear progression from GCSE, our A Level English Literature course of study allows students to build on the skills and knowledge already gained 

and prepare for their next steps. GCSE English Literature will have prepared students for the study of Literature at A-level by developing their skills of 

analysis and evaluation of literary texts, analysis and study of literature, and adopting literary approaches to a wide range of texts. Students will also have 

developed skills in producing and developing written language as well as analysing the relationships between different texts and their contexts. 

Cross-

curricular Skills 

History – social, 

cultural, historical 
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Psychology 

Sociology 
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cultural, historical 
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Philosophy 

Psychology 

Sociology 

Post 16 and beyond: Students are not only equipped with the knowledge and skills needed for both exams and non-exam assessment, but also experience a rich, challenging 

and coherent approach to English literature that provides an excellent basis for studying the subject at university. The ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake 

independent research are valuable skills for both further study and future employment. 

 


