
 

 

Year 7: Our curriculum intent is to: 
Encourage all of our students to appreciate the value of learning a new language as it is a necessary part of being a member of a multi-cultural society.  Our high-quality 
curriculum fosters our student’s understanding of the world as they explore the similarities and differences between the target language and English.  We introduce the key skills 
of listening, speaking, reading and writing from the outset in Year 7 and this enables students to express their own ideas and thoughts which are essential for their academic and 
personal development. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic  Introducing self 
Je me présente 
Greeting people, saying 
how you feel, months, 
dates, age, and 
birthdays, Alphabet, 
numbers up to 31, 
brothers and sisters, 
objects in the classroom 

In the classroom 
En classe. 
Time, School subjects, 
school day in France & UK, 
clothes, colours, schools in 
France, Christmas in some 
Francophone countries 
 

Free time  
Temps libre  
Sports, hobbies, 
weather 
 
 

Family life 
Ma vie de famille  
Home-life in 
Francophone countries, 
Bastille Day 
celebrations, family 
members, physical and 
character descriptions, 
pets, where I live 

In town 
En ville   
places in town, snack 
and drinks, expressing 
wants, a visit in Paris 
 
 

Summer Holidays 
Les grandes vacances 
countries, modes of 
transport, holiday 
activities 
 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Applying basic rules of 
pronunciation and 
intonation; translation 
from and into TL. 

Comparative analysis of 
two different systems of 
education and 
celebrations (French / 
British); Justifying opinion; 
Rules of grammar for 
adjectives 

Giving opinions in the 
TL; Describing the 
weather; sports in 
French speaking 
countries; Cognates  

Family relationships; 
National celebrations 

Intonation with 
interrogatives;  
transactional language 
(in a café); cultural 
understanding in 
connection with meals 
and food  

Understand the 
different regions in 
France/ French 
speaking countries 

Previous Links When possible (when students have been taught French at KS2), reference to National Curriculum at KS2 is made 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf 

Cross-
curricular 
Skills 

Maths: (numbers); 
English: sentence 
structure and grammar; 
simple connectives, 
definite and indefinite 
articles 

Maths: time; logical 
thinking,  
English: reading 
techniques (skimming/ 
looking for details) 

PE: talking about 
sport  
English: sentence 
structure verb 
formation; cognates; 
poem writing (Haiku); 
use of prepositions  
Extra –curricular 
activities: linked to 
Derby Moor Award 

English: sentence 
structure with 
placement of adjectives; 
subject pronouns and 
possessive adjectives  
 

DT: food  
Maths: money 
conversion and 
quantities 
English: formation of 
tenses; interrogatives 
 

English: formation of 
the future tense 
Geography: countries 
in Europe and French 
speaking countries in 
the world  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 16 and beyond: The structure and content of our curriculum leads into the KS4 and KS5 examined syllabi.  Students steadily acquire listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills as well as cultural knowledge of the counties in which they learn the language.  This prepares them for the next step in their lives, whether it is further education, training, 
work or to become active global citizens. 
 



 

 

Year 8: Our curriculum intent is: to build upon the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired in Y7.  It aims at developing further our students’ appreciation of the value of learning a new language 
and deepens their knowledge of the culture of the countries where the target language is spoken.  It also involves developing their competence in the key skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing and 
translating in the target language. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term  Summer Term1  Summer Term 2 

Topics covered Vive les vacances! 

• school holidays 

• activities during the holidays 

• describing a visit to a theme 
park 

• talking about places visited  

• giving opinions on modes of 
transport 

• description of a disastrous 
holiday 

• description of an exceptional 
holiday 

J’adore les fêtes 
I love festivals 

• festivals and celebrations  

• descriptions of special days 

• food  

• numbers and quantities 

• buying food at the market 

• food specialities in different regions 
of France 

• visit to a festival in France  

• New Year celebration & New Year 
resolutions 

À loisir 
At leisure 

• TV programmes 

• time (revision) 

• character description 

• digital technology 
and its use 

• arranging a visit to 
the cinema 

• buying various items 
at a shopping centre 

• leisure activities 

Le monde est petit  
The world is small 

• places where you live 

• weather (revision) 

• describing a region 

• chores in the house 

• daily routine 

• moving house 

• rooms in the house 

• discovering a new region 
(Corsica)  
 

Le sport en direct  
Live sport 

• sports 

• sporting places in the city 

• giving and asking for 
directions 

• advice for healthy lifestyle 

• parts of the body 

• injuries and illnesses 

• at the doctor’s 

• describing a sporting hero  

Topic (brief 
description) 

To talk about the holidays they 
have had, to introduce the perfect 
tense and to use it together with 
the present tense 

To learn about festivals and celebrations 
in the Francophone word and French 
cuisine. To learn and practise and 
transactional language of buying food at 
the market 

To discuss TV and digital 
technology and to 
arrange an outing to the 
cinema 

To learn about geographical 
aspects of France and 
Francophone countries as well 
as about famous French 
painters.  

To learn parts of the body and 
transactional language at the 
doctor’s 
To learn about some famous sports 
people in the Francophone world 

Subject Specific 
Skills 

Applying grammar rules, 
construction of the perfect tense. 
Using the auxiliaries ‘to have’ and 
‘to be’ 

Applying grammar: gender and the use of 
partitive articles ‘du, de la, des’ and  

Asking questions in two 
different tenses 

Grammar: reflexive verbs.  Use 
of modal verbs followed by an 
infinitive. Art and regions of 
France including Corsica.  

Language related to visit at a 
doctor’s 
The imperative for giving directions 

      

Links (Nat curr, 
Lit, Numeracy) 

Geography: countries  Maths: quantity, weight, prices, sums. 
English: similarities in the construction of 
the near future tense 

English: synonyms, 
questions, negatives. 
Maths: numbers and 24-
hour clock 

English: modal verbs, reflexive 
verbs  

Science: illnesses and parts of the 
body - English: imperative 

Transferable 
Skills 

Communication: listening and 
speaking + reading and writing  

Communication: listening and speaking + 
reading and writing  

Communication: listening 
and speaking + reading 
and writing  

Communication: listening and 
speaking + reading and writing  

Communication: listening and 
speaking + reading and writing  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 16 and beyond: 
The structure and content of our curriculum leads into the KS4 and KS5 examined syllabi.  Students steadily acquire listening, speaking, reading and writing skills as well as cultural knowledge of the 
countries of which they learn the language.  This prepares them for the next step in their lives, whether it is further education, training, work or to become active global citizens. 



 

 

 

Year 9: Our curriculum intent is: 
to embed our students’ appreciation of the value of learning a new language and deepen further their knowledge of the culture of the countries where the target language is spoken. It also involves developing 
further their competence in the key skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing and translating in the target language. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer 2 

Topics My world 
Mon monde à moi  

• after-school clubs 
and activities 

• self and friends 

• birthday 

• celebrations 

• clothes 

• recent activities 
 

Future plans 
Projets d'avenir  
 

• jobs 

• pocket money 

• future plans 

• what things will be 
like in the future 

• profile of an inventor 

My life in music 
Ma vie en musique 
 

• musical instruments 

• musical preferences 

• trip to a concert 

• preparing an interview 
of a young musician 

The best world 
Le meilleur des mondes 
 

• food and drink 

• discussing eating 
habits 

• Discuss the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
veganism 

The best world cont. 
Le meilleur des mondes (suite). 

• protecting animals and their 
natural world 

• protecting the environment  

• changing our world for the 
better 

• charity / voluntary work 

The Francophone world 
Le monde francophone  

• countries 

• past holiday 

• description of impressive  
places 

• holiday activities 

• booking an excursion 

• booking a hotel 

• fact-file and advert for a  
French-speaking country 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Talking about likes and 
dislikes, after-school clubs 
and activities, describing 
self and friends, birthday 
celebrations, describing 
what you did and wore. 

Talking about earning 
money, jobs you want to 
do and why, what you are 
going to do in the future, 
what you did yesterday, 
talking about different 
ways of making money 
and finding out about 
young inventors. 

Talking about songs and 
musical instruments, 
musical preferences, future 
plans, describing a trip to a 
concert. Grammar: 
adjectival agreement, 
comparative, using three-
time frames. 
 

Learning vocabulary for 
food and drinks and 
being able to discuss 
eating habits.  
Discussing veganism and 
expressing opinions. 
Using the past, present 
and future tenses 
together. 

Talking about animals and the 
natural world and what should be 
done to protect them. 
Discussing what you would like to 
do to change the world. 'je 
voudrais' + infinitive. 

Talking about countries  
you would like to visit.   
Describing impressive  
places, holiday activities 
, preparing a fact-file  
and advert for a  
French-speaking country and  
giving a presentation. 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Grammar: ‘to have’ and to 
‘be’.  Construction of the 
perfect tense.  Adjectival 
agreement  

Grammar: 'on peut'+ 
infinitive, ‘vouloirt'+ 
infinitive, near future 
tense, perfect tense with 
the negative 

Conducting an interview – 
Asking questions in three 
different tenses and 
answering them.   

Speaking skills in talking 
about what food you eat.  
Grammar :  
Complex negatives  

Ethics - Grammar: the conditional  ( 
'je voudrais' + infinitive) 
 'il faut' + infinitive; 
Using three tenses together. 

Learning about  
French-speaking countries.  Giving 
a presentation in the TL. 

Links (Nat 
curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Maths: numbers and dates 
English: description  

English: modal verbs, 
negatives  
Science: robot/ inventions 

English: comparison 
Imperfect tense.  Adjectival 
agreement. 

English: complex negatives, conditional 
Geography: the environment -  

Geography: countries  

Transferable 
Skills 

Communication: listening 
and speaking + reading 
and writing  

Communication: listening 
and speaking + reading 
and writing 

Communication: listening 
and speaking + reading and 
writing 

Communication: listening 
and speaking + reading 
and writing  

Communication: listening and 
speaking + reading and writing  

Communication: listening and 
speaking + reading and writing 

Post 16 and beyond: 
The structure and content of our curriculum leads into the KS4 and KS5 examined syllabi.  Students steadily acquire listening, speaking, reading and writing skills as well as cultural knowledge of the countries of 
which they learn the language.  This prepares them for the next step in their lives, whether it is further education, training, work or to become active global citizens. 



 

 

 

Year 10: Our curriculum intent is: to build upon the knowledge and skills gained in Key Stage 3 and encourage students to become resilient language learners. The curriculum at KS4, provides students 
with the opportunity to develop the skills and the confidence to understand and speak in the target language with a real purpose, thus increasing their employability skills. The language 
contexts is organised in three broad themes, addressing relevant matters relating to identity and culture, local, national, international and global areas of interest and current and future study and 
employment. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Theme 1 
Me, my family and friends  

Theme 1 
Technology in everyday 
life 

Theme 1 
Free-time activities 

Theme 1 
Sports and extreme sports 
Food and drink 

Theme1/ 2 
Customs & festivals/ 
Home Neighbourhood and 
region 

Theme 2 
Social issues 

 
self and family 

• getting on with others 

• personal relationships 

• future relationships 

• future relationship choices 
 

 

• communicating online 

• use of mobile technology 

• use of social media (pros 
and cons) 

• advantages and 
disadvantages of mobile 
technology 

 

• a recent weekend 

• discussing 
television, 

• films and going to 
cinema 

• music. 

• hobbies 

• sports 

• new sports and taking 
risks in sports 

• different cuisines 
and eating out 

• world food and eating 
habits 

 
 

• celebrations in France and 
at home, 

• festivals at home and 
international celebrations. 

• traditions and their 
importance 
family celebrations 

• your home 

• your ideal home 

• describing a region 

 

• charity work 

• the importance of charities 

• comparing old and new health 
habits 

• describing heath resolutions 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Understanding some types of 
relationships agreements 
specific to France (e.g.: 
PACS). 
Grammar: reflexive verbs 

Agreeing and disagreeing 
in a discussion 
communication 

 understanding 
cultural diversity and 
similarities.  (e.g.: 
the use of 24-hour 
clock in France). 

Describing a picture and 
making use of social and 
cultural context. 

Geography of France and some 
French speaking countries  

Communication 
using visual clues to understand 
text, adding reasons to produce 
more complex sentences. 
Empathy and conflict resolution 

Previous links  KS3 Offering clear progression from the KS3 curriculum covered in Y7, Y8 and Y9 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239083/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf 

Links (Nat 
curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Sociology: understanding of 
relationships and types of 
families. 

English: supporting 
choices/ views with 
convincing arguments 
 

Numeracy: 
understanding costs 
of entry. 
Able to tell time  

PE: discovery of sports 
practised in French 
speaking countries  
English: structuring a 
debate   
Maths: sums and 
percentages 

RE.: be aware of religious 
festivals and ways of 
celebrating them 
Geography: specificities of 
regions 

Science: healthy eating and 
lifestyles. 
Hums: the work of charities. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239083/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transferable 
Skills 

Communication: presentation 
about own family/imaginary 
family. 

Debating the pros and 
cons of the internet and 
other technologies. 

Social skills- able to 
talk about hobbies 
/pastimes and ask 
information from 
others. 

Debating: the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
extreme sports. Expressing 
personal opinions and 
justifying them. 

 Social skills: appreciate how 
others celebrate different 
religions and festivals.  
Cultural awareness: know 
regions of France and points of 
interest. 

Confidence: 
Explain what constitutes a healthy 
lifestyle. 
Social awareness:  
Be aware of the work of certain 
charities and how one can help 
others. 

Post 16 and beyond: 
Students are not only equipped with the knowledge and skills needed for both exams and non-exam assessment, but also experience a rich, challenging and coherent approach to French language and 
culture that provides an excellent basis for studying the subject at KS5 and university. The ability to communicate in a second language in speaking and writing are valuable skills for travel, further study and 
future employment. 



 

 

 

Year 11: Our curriculum intent is: 
to build upon the knowledge and skills gained in Key Stage 3 and encourage our students to become resilient language learners. The curriculum at KS4, provides students with the 
opportunity to develop the skills and the confidence to understand and speak in  the target language with a real purpose, thus increasing their employability skills. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Theme 2 
Global issues 

Theme 2 
Travel and Tourism 
 

Theme 3 
Life at school and college 
and ambitions 

Theme 3:  
Jobs career choices 

Revisions Revisions 

Topic (brief 
description) 

• environmental problems 
and their solutions 

• global issues (the Planet 
in danger) 

• poverty and 
homelessness 

• inequality 

• poverty in the World 

• holiday destinations 

• holiday bookings 

• weather (revision), 

• holiday preferences, 

• holiday activities and 
places 

• visiting French towns 
and cities 

• description of school, 

• school subjects / 
preferences 

• school day, 

• school rules and uniform, 

• comparison of school life 
in France and Britain. 

• future options 

• choices and ambition. 

•  discussing university 
versus apprenticeship 

• discussing how to get a job 

• advantages and 
disadvantages of different 
jobs 

  

Preparation of the 
speaking exam. 
Revisiting topics studied in 
Year 10 and at beginning 
of Y11. 
Revision and practice for 
listening, reading and 
writing exams 

Exam preparation - 
focus on reading, 
listening and 
written exam, 
revision of tenses, 
vocabulary, useful 
structures and 
phrases. 
Practice of the 16 
marks question (H + 
F) and the 32-mark 
question (H) 

Subject 
Specific Skills 

Discussing poverty issues 
specific to people in French 
speaking countries. 

Finding about regions in 
France. 

Finding out about a 
different system of 
education. 

Understanding the world of 
work and employability  
Translation skills. 

  

Links (Nat 
curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Geography, Humanities English: vocabulary 
cognates and near-
cognates.  Reading for gist 
Geography 

English: argumentative 
writing  

Lit: translation skills and ‘faux 
amis’ 

  

Transferable 
Skills 

Social awareness: being 
aware of social issues in the 
world 
 

Communication skills – 
able to book a hotel room 
and holiday activities in 
the TL 

Analytical skills:  when 
comparing 2 international 
systems of education 

Self-confidence: to find out 
about own qualities, make 
informed choices  
Debating university versus 
work/ apprenticeship 

Resilience 
Organisation  

Resilience 
Organisation 

Post 16 and beyond: 
Such a curriculum equips students with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. It encourages them to appreciate and celebrate difference. It enables them to study 
language at A Level and university, to use it in their gap year travels or to continue studying languages in later life. 
 The curriculum has a potential positive impact on business and the economy and can be used in many jobs such as teaching, translating, interpreting, working for an international company, 
working for a company abroad, working in hospitality and tourism. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FRENCH  Year 12: Our curriculum intent is to equip students with the knowledge and skills required to become well-informed and effective communicators and to carry on further study 
or training.  Students will study and discuss current trends and issues of French-speaking countries as well as political life.  The themes will be studied alongside independent 
research works (either two literary texts or one literary text and one film) and will be assessed through three externally examined papers at the end of a 2-year course leading 
to ALevel French.  

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Unit 1- Aspects of French speaking society and current 
trends (Family trends and heritage) 
In this unit, students will investigate and discuss trends 
in marriage and other forms of partnership. They will 
consider and discuss the merits and problems of 
different family structures. They will analyse 
relationships between the generations and discuss 
problems that can arise.  
 
They will study the notion of heritage and heritage 
preservation on a regional and national scale.  They will 
investigate how heritage impacts upon and is guided 
by culture in society and they will analyse the way in 
which some of the country’s most famous heritage 
sites market themselves. 
They will develop the necessary skills and techniques 
to study texts, interpret pictures and statistics, 
translate from and into French and develop extended 
answers. 

Unit 2- Aspects of French speaking society and current trends 
(Cyber society and Voluntary work) 
Students will examine and discuss how technology has 
transformed everyday life.  They will analyse the benefits and 
dangers of digital technology, consider and discuss possible 
future development. 
They will examine voluntary sector in France and the range of 
work volunteers.  They will discuss the benefits of voluntary 
work for those that are helped, for those that do it and for 
society as a whole. 
Students will develop writing skills in particular use of 
persuasive language and summarising techniques, 

Unit 3 – Artistic culture in the French speaking 
world (Contemporary French music and 7th Art)    
 
In this unit, students will investigate the 
popularity of contemporary francophone music 
and its diversity of genre and style.  They will 
study and discuss the threats to contemporary 
francophone music and how it might be 
safeguarded 

They will study the major developments in the 
evolution of French cinema from its beginnings 
until the present day and investigate the reasons 
for the continuing popularity of French cinema 
and film festivals.  

Students will also study a film and examine 
cinematographic techniques, 

Subject Specific 
Skills 

• analytical skills: study of texts and a film 

• intrapersonal skills:  working collaboratively, communicating, discussing current issues and justifying points of views 

• interpersonal skills: self-management and time-management, resilience, self-monitoring and development. 

• translation skills  

Links (Nat curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Links to the KS4 maths in the study of statistics. Links 
to English in study/ analysis of texts and writing skills 
used.   

Links to English in study/ analysis of texts and writing skills 
used.  Links to KS4 French in some topics such as advantages 
and disadvantages of new technologies. 

Links to KS4 Media with analysis of 
cinematographic techniques, Links to KS3 & KS4 
music  

Transferable Skills Media – cinematographic techniques 
Maths - Analytical skills and use and interpretation of statistics  
English – research techniques, analysis of texts and use of a variety of writing styles (persuasive language, summary) and knowledge of grammar  



 

 

Post 16 and beyond: 
ALevel French combines a fundamentally learner-centred approach to the curriculum, with a flexible, unit-based structure and knowledge applied in independent project research and assessments. 
The course develops a range of transferable skills such as communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society and required in Higher 
education.  In addition, it develops interpersonal skills, teamwork and a propensity to meet deadlines, which is what employers are looking for. 

FRENCH Year 13: Our curriculum intent is to equip students with the knowledge and skills required to become well-informed and effective communicators and to carry on further study 
or training.  Students will study and discuss current trends and issues of French-speaking countries as well as political life.  The themes will be studied alongside independent 
research works (either two literary texts or one literary text and one film) and will be assessed through three externally examined papers at the end of a 2-year course leading 
to ALevel French. 

Term Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 
 

Spring Term 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic (brief 
description) 

Unit 4- Diverse society, right and political engagement 
In this unit, students examine the benefits of living in an ethnically diverse 
society.  They assess the need for tolerance and respect of diversity and examine 
how we can promote diversity to create a richer world. 
Students also discuss arguments relating to the vote and examine the French 
political system and its evolution.  They consider engagement levels of young 
people and their influence on politics and discuss the future of politics and 
political engagement 
They further examine different groups who are socially marginalised. They 
analyse contrasting attitudes to this kind of people and discuss measures to help 
them. They also assess the important role of unions in France, discuss the value/ 
impact of strikes and protests and consider different methods of protesting to 
solve political or social tensions 
 

Unit 5 – Crime and immigration 
In this unit, students examine different attitudes to crime.  They discuss prison and its 
merits and problems and assess alternative forms of punishment 
 
They also study immigration from the standpoint of immigrants and examine the various 
forms of racism.  They analyse the viewpoints of political parties regarding immigration and 
discuss some of the political issues concerning immigration in francophone countries and in 
France in particular.   
 
Book study  
Preparation of the exam 

Subject Specific 
Skills 

• reading and writing skills with an in-depth study of a French book followed by an essay on a specific aspect of the book 

• translation skills 

• analytical in comparing two political systems (UK and French) 

• analytical in examining  social issues in other societies and  how they are addressed both by the general public and the politicians  

Links (Nat curr, Lit, 
Numeracy) 

Links to English in study/ analysis of texts and writing 
skills used.  Links to history in understanding the 
political system of France.   

Links to English in a study of a book and writing of essays. 
Links to sociology in the study of social problems in another European country and in some French speaking 
countries 

Transferable Skills English – research techniques, analysis of texts and use of a variety of writing styles (persuasive language, summary) and knowledge of grammar. 
History – research and writing techniques as well as in depth knowledge of a different political system  
Sociology – research and writing techniques and comparative study possible 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Post 16 and beyond: 
ALevel French combines a fundamentally learner-centred approach to the curriculum, with a flexible, unit-based structure and knowledge applied in independent project 
research and assessments. The course develops a range of transferable skills such as communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the 
individual and society and required in Higher education.  In addition, it develops interpersonal skills, teamwork and a propensity to meet deadlines, which is what employers 
are looking for. 


