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A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY – ‘Step up to Sixth Form’ 

 

BIG QUESTION: ‘Evaluate the role of TNC in production of energy in a region you 

have studied.’  [16 marks] 

 

TASK 1 – Create a Shell Case Study using the following headings: 

* Show it is a TNC – HQ location & where located 

* BRIEF history 

* Key facts/figures of the company 

* Advantages  - SPECIFIC (categorise) 

* Disadvantages – SPECIFIC (categorise) 

* Opinion – evaluate the role in world energy production 

* http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-

level/AQA/Year%2013/Development%20&%20Globalisation/TNCs/TNCs_Shell.htm 

 

TASK 2  - - To what extent should Niger rely on TNCs for production and distribution 

of energy 

Use https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/niger.htm and your own research to answer 

the questions. Here is a guide to what should be included in your answer: 

• Where is Niger? 

• What is the economic profile of the country? 

• What energy can be found in Niger? 

• Reasons why Niger should use TNCs to produce and distribute energy  

• Reasons why it shouldn’t rely on TNCs to produce and distribute energy 

• Conclusion 

 

TASK 3- Role of TNCs in LIDCs (Low Income Developing Countries) 

Review the Taster session and identify the positives and the negatives of shell in the Niger 

Delta. 

 

TASK 4 – Answer the Big Question – 16 mark Essay 

Ensure you use all the research to complete the essay question. Structure support: 

* What is an Energy TNC? 

* What does Shell do to support the world production and distribution of energy? 

* The positives and negatives of Shell 

* Conclude - Do TNCs play a positive or negative role in energy production in an 

LIDC? 
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Shell 

Shell is one of the richest companies on Earth, does business in many countries and deals with 

25million customers every day.  It has refineries, drilling fields, 65,000 filling stations and employs 

many people worldwide.  Its headquarters are in The Hague in the Netherlands but the parent 

company, Royal Dutch Shell plc, is incorporated in the UK. The map below shows where they 

operate; 

 

 

 

The History of Shell 

Shell started as an imported of goods into London in the late 19th century and was a family firm 

that shipped seashells as ornaments from where it derives its name.  In 1890 it started shipping oil 

from Russia to Japan.  In 1907 it merged with Royal Dutch to become Royal Dutch Shell group and 

helped to fuel the boom in the automobile industry.  Shell US was a big money spinner and sold 

petrol in 48 states.  It is a truly multinational company, drilling, producing and refining then selling 

oil all over the world.  

It then started to branch into other areas such as the production of petrochemicals, for many 

plastics and other products.  It is also heavily involved in natural gas. 

 



THE IMPACTS OF SHELL 

ENVIRONMENT 

Drilling for oil is dangerous and dirty, and the products are toxic – This is part of Shell’s accident 

record; 

• 1947 US tanker ship blows up killing 10 

• 1968 – Netherlands refinery fire, 2 dead, $120million damage 

• 1970 – Gulf of Mexico oil well blowout, 4 killed, $25million damage 

• 1980 – Hawaii terminal fire, 2 dead and $3million damage 

• 1988 – San Francisco Bay 400,000 gallon spill, birds killed, wetlands damaged 

• 1989 – 150 tons of crude oil leak into River Mersey – widespread environmental damage 

Shell stated that they make every effort to clean up the environment after oil spills -  In 2004 we 

cleaned up 199 sites, exceeding our target of 100.  We are on course to restore all spill sites that 

have been identified for remediation by the end of 2006.” 

 

 THE SHELL FOUNDATION 

It launched the Shell Foundation in 2000 with $30million to fund sustainability and biodiversity and 

help local communities.   

 

ECONOMIC 

Shell paid £20billion in corporation tax in 2013; this can be used by the governments of the 

countries it operates in. 

Shell employs on average 92,000 people globally. 

• $12 billion spent in lower income countries. 

• $750 million invested in safety and reliability of our refineries, chemical plants and 

distribution facilities. 

• $159 million spent on voluntary social investment worldwide. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Shell covers geothermal, solar and wind energy as part of its renewable energy program. 

Renewable energy and reducing carbon emissions are targets of the company.  However, shell’s 

main energy remains as oil.    

 

 HUMAN RIGHTS 

Since the early 90s Shell has made positive practical moves including pulling out of projects in 

Cameroon and Pakistan on Human rights issues, but remains in Niger. The Niger Delta contains 

Ogoniland, home to a community that fought back against Shell.  Shell has extracted $30billion 

worth of crude oil from the land of the Ogoni people since the 1950s.  Oil revenue makes up 80% 

of the Nigerian economy and ½ of that comes from Shell.  This has had consequences for the 

Ogoni people, many of whom live without electricity or running water, who see none of the oil 

profits and have to live with the poisoning of land and water from pipelines, oil spills and gas fires 


