
TO DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING 
 

 

Complete some of the activities in the “10 Things To Do To Prepare for A Level English Literature” document. 

Get a head start with Shakespeare by exploring the Royal Shakespeare’s “Othello on the Shakespeare Learning 

Zone”: https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello 

Prepare for Thomas Hardy by listening to one of his novels; “Tess of the D’Urbevilles” is your set text (audiobook 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cRPCqnqgsk) or perhaps another of his novels to get a greater 

appreciation of his style (“Far From the Madding Crowd” is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zfPWoM3MPM, 

or “Jude the Obscure”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQXICYxJy4U) 

Read the emagazine Resource Pack “Making the Leap: Moving from GCSE to A Level Literature Study”. 

 

 

English Literature 

TASK 1 TASK 2 

 

 

  

These tasks help you to practise working through the content and implied meanings in a text by 
exploring an extract of a short story by Edgar Allen Poe, “The Tell Tale Heart”. There is also a choice 
of creative writing tasks inspired by this extract. 
 
These tasks will provide an insight into the genre of crime, which is a key aspect of the AQA A Level  
English Literature specification, and introduce you to some challenging gothic literature, as well as 
developing your critical reading skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of this task is to introduce you to 

challenging gothic literature; following reading 

the extract of “The Tell Tale Heart”, you will 

explore aspects of the writer’s craft and 

characterisation. 

You will need the PDF “Step Up to Sixth Form A 

Level English Literature”. 

Your response will should be structured as an 

essay, with an introduction, developed 

paragraphs and a conclusion, and should be 

based on evidence within the extract. 

The full text of “Tell Tale Heart” is available here 

and this link includes an audio recording of the 

story, too: https://www.poemuseum.org/the-

tell-tale-heart. 

 

 

 

An option for the N.E.A. is to produce a piece of 

writing in response to a text that demonstrates your 

understanding of the literature in a more creative 

way. The second task on the handout links to this 

element of the course. 

You will need the PDF “Step Up to Sixth Form A Level 

English Literature” (the same one as for Task 1) 

The format of your work will depend on the task you 

choose to complete, as outlined on the PDF. 
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