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Dear Families 

I write to you with the saddest of news. On Friday, one of our Year 11 students Laila Dawood became 
ill during lunchtime. She was supported in school by our first aid team and then paramedics before being 
rushed into hospital. Sadly, she later passed away. I know your thoughts and prayers will be with the 
family at this most difficult of times. 

We have held assemblies for all year groups today to explain what has happened and to outline the 
additional support we have in place for our students and staff. Loss is difficult to deal with and we know 
that each individual will process this differently. For many, we know that attending the Funeral Prayers 
will be a key part of this and I wanted to let you know in advance that we will be authorising absence for 
those in attendance. Please do contact school in advance to let us know that they will be attending.  

We have asked our students to be kind to themselves and others over the coming days and weeks – 
self-care is important and acknowledging that they are finding this difficult to deal with is important. If 
they are finding that they are coping, we have asked them to support others. I would ask that you look 
out for any changes in behaviour at home. Sometimes young people can find emotional situations 
challenging and this will manifest itself in a change in mood or temperament, please contact the Year 
Team if you are concerned. 

Laila was a quiet student, always smiling and a delightful person to be around. She worked hard in 
school and had many plans for her future including joining our sixth form. Everyone who knew her will 
miss her and feel her loss. We will always remember her as a kind, caring and thoughtful young girl. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to her family. 

 

 

Scott Doyle 
Principal 
 

 


